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DR KOSTAS KAMPOURAKIS 

What are genes? 
What do genes do? 
Dr Kostas Kampourakis, University of 
Geneva, explains the origins and evolution 
of the gene concept, how it has been used, 
misused and misunderstood, and provides a 
current view of what genes are (and are not) 
and what genes do (and do not do).

KOSTAS KAMPOURAKIS  is a researcher in science 
education at the University of Geneva, where he also 
teaches the course Biology and Society to biology 
undergraduates, as well as science education classes to 
teachers and doctoral students. He is the Editor-in-Chief of the 
journal Science & Education and of the book series Science: 
Philosophy, History and Education. His book, Making Sense 
of Genes was published by Cambridge University Press in 2017.
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KOSTAS KAMPOURAKIS 
is also the author of the 
award winning title:

UNDERSTANDING 

EVOLUTION
A Choice Outstanding Academic Title 2015

Presenting evolution as straightforward and intuitive, 
this book covers core concepts of evolution and 
clarifi es both what evolution is about and why so 
many people fi nd it diffi cult to understand. Targeted 
to undergraduates embarking on any natural science 
degree as well as anyone wanting a basic introduction 
to evolutionary biology.

•  Presents the conceptual obstacles preventing 
the understanding of evolution, easing the 
reader into the analysis of these concepts

•  Contains application boxes and illustrations 
to help the reader understand research 
conclusions, processes and concepts

•  Combines conclusions and insights from 
research in history of science, philosophy 
of science and cognitive science
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